Achillean

shrewd and he is already quite at home on the new ground
on which he is obliged to manoeuvre at present. He is a
great acquisition and he will certainly be a more brilliant
figure than his predecessor. All the same Bihourd was not
lacking in good sense and he was very prudent about
Algeciras.1 We can't deny this after studying his despatches
published in the Yellow Book and we must be fair to him.

Berlin, loth January, 1908.

At Corfu, in this wonderful Achille'on which the Emperor
has purchased for several millions, there isn't room to house
all the Imperial family and so it has been necessary to add a
further wing and to build a separate house for the forty-two
members of the Court. To furnish AchHl6on three royal
castles have been stripped, amongst them Rheinberg which
once belonged to Prince Henry, brother of Frederick the
Great and one of the heroes of the seven years' war. Rhein-
berg has always been held in special affection. Three large
boats are on their way to Greece filled with all this furniture.
These things gradually become known and this has an un-
fortunate effect on the public. Discontent is caused by all
this money leaving the country. All this stuff belonging to
the royal treasury going to another part of the world to
satisfy a temporary whim distresses people who are con-
servatively minded and it upsets their loyalty.

Berlin, itfh January, 1908.

There was considerable alarm at the Schloss yesterday.2
Mounted police with loaded revolvers in their belts were
obliged to isolate the Sovereign's residence and mounted
patrols rode on the pavements in Unter den Linden to clear
the crowd away, I don't believe the Streets of Berlin have
1 Sec Note on "Morocco," pp. 350-7.           8 See Introduction.

12